ii8         The Sections at the Hotel de Ville.     [CHAP.

were those of the wealthy bourgeois, who were not likely to
be able to do much if they tried to stem a popular revolution
Among those who agreed might be noted the sections  of
Quinze-Vingts and Lombards, both in the Faubourg Saint
Antoine, and of Gravilliers, Theatre Fran^ais, Luxembourg,
and Gobelins on the other side of the river; while among those
nearest the Tuileries itself, the sections of the Louvre and of
the Place Vendome adhered to it.    The sections which still
maintained the principle of monarchy were those of Central
Paris, such as the Isle Saint Louis and Henri IV.; those of
the Champs Elysees and the Arsenal, representing the wealthy
residents of Paris; and those of the Place Louis XIV  and
Montreuil, containing the richest shops.   Only one poor district
can be  noted,  that of Popincourt in the Faubourg Saint
Antoine, and  the conduct  of the national guards and in-
habitants of this section on August 10 belied their rejection
of the decree of Mauconseil.   The- Jacobins of Paris saw pretty
well how far they could expect support.  Since the municipality,
which had been elected in the previous year, did not show
any tendency to fresh progress in revolution, it was determined
to extinguish its authority by uniting the commissioners of
the different sections at the Hotel de Ville.    Among these
commissioners were many of the most advanced Revolutionists
of the period, and they were permitted, by the weakness of the
municipality and the countenance of Petion, to sit in the hall
of the Hotel de Ville, close to the chamber in which the
municipality itself used to meet.    Though none of the chief
leaders who afterwards figured in the Revolutionary commune
of Paris sat at first among these commissioners, there were
enough extreme men to do the work which was set for them.
Santerre and the members of the insurrectionary directory
had too serious work on their hands to waste their time at
the Hotel de Ville, but they felt sure that it would go well,
as Huguenin, the orator of the Faubourg Saint Antoine, was
president, and Tallien secretary of the united commissioners.
Lhuillier, who was afterwards proeureur-general-syndic of the
department of the Seine, Bernard, the first priest who married,